GENERAL GUIDE TO CARD PROCEDURE
CUTTING
After dealer's shuffle, the deck should be cut by the player
at the dealer's right.
The cut is made by lifting a top section of the deck and
placing it face down on the table toward the dealer.
The divided sections of the deck must each contain at
least as many cards as will go to make a trick. If the game
is played without tricks, each section must contain at least
as many cards as go to make up a hand. In poker, the re-
quirement is that-each section must contain at least as many
cards as there are players in the game.
It is customary to make the cut toward the dealer, who
is the only one who may complete the cut. He does this by
taking the bottom section of the deck and placing it on top
of the section cut by the player at his right. This completes
the cut legally. He may signify that he accepts the deck
without a cut by tapping the cards.
But in stake games, poker in particular, many players
insist that the deck be cut. If the regular player refuses to
do so, they permit any other player to make the cut.
It is customary to cut the deck only into two sections.
Some permit a multiple-section cutin stake games to guard
against any chance of dishonesty by the dealer.
It is not generally permissible to allow a recut of a cut
deck unless there is some dispute as to whether it was cut
properly or not.
DEALING^
The method of choosing the first dealer varies. In most
games players cut cards or draw them. Generally the one
who has the highest card is dealer when the deal is an
advantage, and the one who has the lowest card deals when
the deal is a disadvantage.
Another method is for someone to turn cards face up in
front of each player in turn and in rotation, one at a time,
until an ace or a jack is turned. That card designates the
first dealer.
In some games it does not matter who the first dealer is.
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